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Annual General Meeting


Summary





The recent annual meeting, held in June 2002, was well attended with many useful issues discussed. The meeting began with formal reports but later moved on to the two main topics of the evening: a schooling update and an area rate discussion.





Greg Golden provided those at the AGM with an update on the schooling situation for students in the Kingswood subdivision. For complete details, please refer to the May 2002 edition of the Kingswood Courier. Hammonds Plains has been ranked third on the School Board’s list of areas that need a new school. The Parent Education Action Committee (PEAC) plans to lobby the province to build the proposed new school sooner rather than later. A boundary review will be conducted next year to determine who exactly will attend the new school and if it is feasible to move that group of students to a temporary, short-term facility until such time as the new school opens. We’ll pass along more details as soon as we have them.





Barry Barnet, local Member of the Legislative Assembly for the Kingswood area, was on hand to answer questions.





As noted in the May 2002 newsletter, a main topic of the AGM’s agenda was a discussion of an area rate in Kingswood to aid in park and recreational development. During the evening, the option of an area rate was discussed in detail. The main theme was to picture where we want Kingswood to be in five years…in ten years and what development we want to see in our green spaces, if any.





Councillor Reg Rankin was present to answer questions and relayed comments from his experience with other communities that have existing area rates. Many questions were asked, and the following summarizes comments as well as arguments put forth for and against by many AGM attendees:





Some members of the community felt that the Board should present options for park development prior to committing to an area rate, while others felt there was no way to offer choices unless the community knew what funds it had to work with and that to offer suggestions would be a moot point without funding. After discussion on this issue, the group agreed that it was not practical to have a finalized plan prior to deciding whether to implement an area rate.  It was noted, however, that the first priority in the most recent resident’s survey was for a walking trail and that this would be a logical next step in local park development.





Many raised concerns about whether the number of residents that participated in the meeting should have the authority to vote in an area rate. After a lengthy discussion and input from Mr. Rankin, the group felt they were a reasonable cross-section of the community and that any decision made would be representative of the entire subdivision. Mr. Rankin advised that a similar number of residents had voted in favour of an area rate in other subdivisions.





The group also raised concerns about adequate advance notice being provided for the AGM. In some areas of Blue Mountain Estates and Kingswood Drive, the newsletter was not delivered. The reminder notice/proxy form, however, did get to most members of the community. The Board also posted signs and left copies of the Kingswood Courier in high- profile places such as the Kingswood Supermarket. In concluding this topic, the Board noted that they have no control over Canada Post and that every effort was made to inform all residents of the meeting. The strong turnout for the meeting (more than at the AGM in the previous two years) helped to add credence to the fact that adequate notice was provided to the community.





Alternatives to park/recreational facilities funding were suggested – applying for grants, soliciting sponsorships, and donations. The group concluded that while these are options, they would not achieve the desired result on a timely basis.





Other issues discussed included control over the funds, timing of the area rate hitting tax bills (expected to be on this fall’s bill if approved by the HRM), timing of actual development, etc.





Upon conclusion of the discussion, a vote was held. For the first time in Kingswood’s brief history, those in attendance at the meeting voted overwhelmingly in favour of an area rate of $50. The rate was voted in by a significant majority (over 90% in favour). This provided the Board and Mr. Rankin with the mandate to implement an area rate.





The following are the key aspects of the motion voted upon:


( The area rate will be $50 per lot.


(	The rate has been voted in for one year (subsequent years to be discussed at future AGMs).


( The rate funds will be used for recreational purposes only.


( The Board must present the community with development options by February 2003 in order to be in time for application to the HRM for matching funds.





At some point before February, the next decision to be placed in front of the community will be what development option to take. The area rate will raise approximately $50,000. For the development, the community will attempt to seek matching funds from other levels of government. In all practicality, the $50,000, along with some matching funds, will give Kingswood the ability to develop a walking trail. If more major development is desired by the community, the area rate will have to be voted in for additional years; such development could not begin until complete funding is secured.





The mandate of the Board (and its appointed committee) is to develop options in conjunction with HRM development officials as to what viable options there are with the green spaces we have available. The members of the committee include


	Ewan Brocklehurst ( 835-6550


	Richard DeLong ( 835-4838


	Blair King ( 835-8162


	Teressa Laforest ( 832-1868


	Rhonda LeBlanc ( 832-3530


	Ron Rose ( 835-4736





The above committee is comprised of residents from all areas of the community so that we can have well-balanced recommendations. If you have any suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact one of these committee members. At our summer BBQ (September 15), a table will be set up to allow residents to provide input to the committee on park development.





The committee will come back to the Board with various development options; the Board, in turn, will narrow these options down to approximately three choices. Time permitting, the committee will also work with the HRM to develop a long-term plan for the green spaces in the Kingswood subdivision.





In conclusion, people felt that $50 per lot was not a lot of money and that it was worth starting off small with a one-year commitment to see where it leads us. The Board set out to attempt to facilitate a healthy decision to ensure that a well-balanced decision was made. We are confident that the outcome of the meeting was based on a good cross-section of the community.
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2002 Community 


Family BBQ








When: 	Sunday, September 15


Time: 	3-6 p.m.


Where: 	Vrege Court





Come and join your fellow residents for a fun-filled afternoon. Events include


	( live entertainment


	( carnival games


	( bouncing castle


	( golf challenge


	( hockey shoot


	( fish pond


	( activity table


	( face painting


	( adult and kiddie silent auctions


	( police car 


	( Child ID program


	( fire truck


	( Kingswood Ratepayers Association 


		information table 





Bring your appetite! You can purchase hot dogs, hamburgers, and more.





For general information about the BBQ, please call Marlene Fairhurst-Vaughan at 832-0668. If you wish to volunteer prior to or during the event, call Lynn MacKendrick at 835-9980.





We are looking for item donations for our silent auctions. If you would like to contribute, please call Roseann Wells (835-6226) for adult silent auction items or Cheryl Castellani (835-0094) for kiddie silent auction items.








Holiday Garbage/Green Bin 


Collection





Over the past couple of years, the policy for holiday collection has fluctuated. A short two years ago, only Christmas and New Year’s pre-empted collection. However, now many more holidays are impacted.





Please note that when Monday collection falls on a holiday, the pickup day will be the following Saturday. In 2002 the remaining Monday holidays affected include


	Labour Day – September 2


	Remembrance Day – November 11





For further information, please do not hesitate to contact the HRM at 490-4000 or visit their Web site: http://www.region.halifax.ns.ca/wrms/  








Pet Owners Take Note





All residents are encouraged to ensure that they have a proper name tag on their pet. Ideally it should include an address and/or phone number so that if someone finds a lost pet, an easy reunion with its owner can be arranged. Stephen Lukas, who passed along this reminder, says that if he ever lost his dog, he’d be very grateful to anyone who would return her. And, of course, he would be glad to do the same for any other lost pet. His dog has a tag with her name, address, and phone number engraved on it.
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KINGSWOOD RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2002








Scott Weatherby (Chairperson)				Lynn MacKendrick (Volunteers)


Morall Court ( 832-1114		Royal Oak Court 


Ewan Brocklehurst (Treasurer)				Rosemarie Elizondo (Promotions)	


Blue Forest Lane 		Vrege Court 


Richard DeLong (Parks & Recreation)			Cathie Neumiller (Regulations & Compliance) 


Terradore Lane 						Diana Drive 


Marlene Fairhurst-Vaughan (Community Services & Events)	Jane Fielding Bell (Newsletter Editor)


Kingswood Drive 						Fisher Drive 


	


		


Pierre Desjardins					Alex MacDonald


St. George Boulevard 					Lakeshore Drive 


Elaine Killam						Paul McGuinness


Sime Court 		Diana Drive   


Blair King		Tom Murdock


Terradore Lane 		Long Lake Drive 


Teressa Laforest					Ron Rose


Morall Court 		Terradore Lane 


Rhonda LeBlanc		Cathy Whitman


St. George Boulevard 					Stella Court 


					 


If you are interested in becoming a member of the Board of the Kingswood Ratepayers Association, please call Scott Weatherby at 832-1114. It’s a great way to keep in touch with what’s happening in your community.





The Kingswood Ratepayers Association Board is interested in developing a Web site home page. If you or your company would like to donate Web site hosting/development, please contact Scott Weatherby at 832-1114.
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KINGSWOOD RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION


Update ( Summer 2002











WATCH FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE KINGSWOOD COURIER, TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE FALL OF 2002. IF YOU HAVE NEWS ITEMS OR ARTICLES TO CONTRIBUTE, PLEASE CONTACT JANE BELL AT 835-2859.














